Roundtable Reflections
by Eleanora Linder - Roundtable Chair

September 27, 2014 Roundtable 9:00 am – 12:00pm
Maccullouch Hall Historical Museum:

Growing in the Garden Preschool Program.
Cynthia Winslow, Museum Educator

Bringing Reggio Emilia Home by Louise Cadwell
Chapter 6: The Children and the Garden

.....as adults, we need to nurture and support
children's fundamental need to develop strong
bonds with the natural world. We must help them
find places to make their own worlds and we must
find times together to dig in the soil, race with the
wind, or gaze at the stars.
from Bringing Reggio Emilia home, by Louise Boyd Cadwell, Chapter 6:
The children and the garden.

On Saturday, September 27, 2014 Reggio-inspired educators gathered to share their passion for providing rich
and meaningful educational experiences for their early childhood learning communities. Cynthia Winslow,
Maccullouch Hall Museum Educator and Linda Howe, Artist/Educator hosted our first NJEEPRE, Inc.
roundtable of the year. They shared their passion and interests in nature, art and education. Cynthia shared her
Growing in the Garden Preschool Program serving community children and their families. Linda introduced
touch drawing and doodle board drawing. We met in small groups and large groups to discuss and comment on
our roundtable chapter reading from Bringing Reggio Emilia Home by Louise Cadwell.

So lets get started!

The museum Garden served as an idyllic outdoor learning
environment and a perfect example of how the environment
is The Third Teacher. NJEEPRE, Inc. members explored the
gardens of the museum and studied traces of children’s work and
documentation of children’s Growing in the Garden Pre School
Program experiences.

Just outside the garden, Linda Howe invited us into her outdoor art studio space. Here she put us in touch with
ourselves as creative and self-expressive creatures through touch drawing and doodle board drawing. All hands
on board~ different art materials and technique were introduced. Letting go of the outcome and engaging in the
experience rendered collaborative works of art. The black wrought-iron garden fence became
the perfect gallery space!

Gallery-Walk

The Reggio philosophy is grounded in
relationship. Here our stories are birthed
and our perceptions of the world formed.
Linda Howe gathered us under the shade
of the trees for a time of storytelling. She
read a beautifully illustrated, poetic and
imaginative book about the incredible
and surprising world of nature.

We broke into small groups to discuss
our Roundtable chapter reading
prompted by discussion questions to
spark our sharing. Our conversations
led us to share experiences in the
garden, journaling with children and
families, and designing/implementing
in-depth projects as teacher-researchers
and co-constructors of learning.

Returning as one group, during
our large group discussion, we
enjoyed each others thoughts and
ideas about how to deepen our
Reggio practices. We helped one
another solve problems and look
at our challenges with eyes open
to possibilities, change and new
visions.
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We closed our Roundtable in quiet reflection responding to the following questions:

What did this experience cause you to think about?

• Using available resources as a basis for a project i.e. playground landscapes in gardens are areas nearby.
• Being in the garden is very meditative – rejuvenating
• How to go back to my garden at my school and use a lot of the ideas from today.
• Seeing with “new eyes”.
• Garden, nature, immersion
• This experience really caused me to think about the different materials in our classroom . . .
It doesn’t take much to do something great.
• Different ways of bringing art and nature into the classroom
• So much! I love the idea of parent & child journals . . . .
a wonderful opportunity for parent & child to support each other
and for parents to support what’s going on in the classroom.
• Taking advantage of the rebirth of our garden.
• Beginning a garden at the school
• Different mediums for art

What would you like to have more conversations/mini-workshops about?

• Working as a team with your atelierista
• How to involve parents & local community in school & children lives
• Project work
• Always hand-on play w/materials
• Books that connect well with different art experiences.
• Gardening in the classroom & bringing the classroom into the garden.
• I would like to have a separate workshop to better explore those art experiences
and even more time to discuss the chapter & gardening.
• I would like to see things on colors.
• Art & documentation

Please share your comments or suggestions regarding your experience today.

• Inspiring and fulfilling . . . connect with Reggio Teachers . . . empower and educate them to expand and
experiment with expressive processes.
• Small group discussion about reading linked the entire experience! Great!
• Very relaxing, felt like I made a connection with nature and art in one day.
• Sharing with colleagues with a similar platform/philosophy was very refreshing
and inspiring and can be adapted in my kindergarten classroom.
• Loved the mix of exploring/observing nature, hands-on art play and conversation.
• It was a lovely day – wouldn’t change a thing.
• It was wonderful! A perfect morning.
• Memorable, informative, interesting! Can tell children are priority #1 for all. Would recommend! Thank you!
• I have to say that it was truly an amazing & wonderful experience. It was relaxing and refreshing.
• Very collegial!

"There was something magical about the meeting
– perhaps because it took place outside in a beautiful garden and
beneath a majestic tree with the sunlight warming our backs.."

